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its Founder and Executive Director, C. Brian 
Williams, and the Chair of Step Afrika!’s Board 
of Directors, Jacqueline N. Francis, M.D. on 
20 years of service to the District of Columbia 
and the rest of the United States. 
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HISTORICAL RECORD OF OPINION 
EDITORIAL ON CANNED TUNA 
MADE BY CHILD LABOR 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, the 
following opinion editorial on canned tuna 
made by child labor. 

[From The Hill, Jan. 8, 2014] 
TUNA FIRMS SPAR OVER SCHOOL LUNCH 

ACCESS 
(By Kevin Bogardus) 

The world’s largest tuna companies are 
making a splash in Washington with a fight 
over rules that keep some catches out of 
school lunches. 

StarKist and Tri Marine are clashing with 
Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea over the 
Agriculture Department’s strict Buy Amer-
ican standards for where tuna is cleaned, 
canned and shipped. 

Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea lose 
under the rules. Both companies have facili-
ties that process tuna in the United States, 
but their product is also cleaned overseas. 
Under the USDA standards, their tuna can-
not be served in schools, denying them ac-
cess to a lucrative market. 

StarKist, on the other hand, has a major 
operation in the U.S. territory of American 
Samoa. Tri Marine is building up a new facil-
ity in the territory as well. 

The two factions are sparring over lan-
guage in the House agricultural appropria-
tions bill that would require the USDA to 
issue a report on how the department could 
revise its Buy American standards, including 
‘‘the option for less than 100 percent of the 
value of the tuna product be United States 
produced.’’ 

The language could be slipped into the om-
nibus spending bill that lawmakers aim to 
release sometimes this week. If it becomes 
law, that report could clear the way for 
Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea to begin 
selling to schools. 

Millions of dollars in government sales are 
at stake, including for American Samoa, 
where tuna is a linchpin of the island econ-
omy. 

The fight over the provision has become 
bitter, with both sides hurling charges of 
child labor and inhumane working condi-
tions at the other. 

‘‘I suspect most members don’t have the 
facts yet on where Bumble Bee and Chicken 
of the Sea source their tuna. And if they 
would be informed, they would not be sup-
portive of this language,’’ said Jim Bonham, 
chairman of the government affairs practice 
at Manatt, Phelps & Phillips. 

Bonham lobbies for Tri Marine, founded in 
Singapore, and StarKist, which is 
headquartered in Pittsburgh but owned by 
Korea’s Dongwon Industries. StarKist’s tuna 
qualifies for the USDA’s school nutrition 
program because it’s processed in American 
Samoa, and Tri-Marine’s catch should as 
well once its plant is up and running. 

But their competitors want in on the ac-
tion. 

‘‘For years, we have been trying to revise 
these standards. So instead of 100 percent 

U.S. content, we would revise it down to 80 
percent,’’ said Jeff Pike, CEO of Pike Associ-
ates, which lobbies for Bumble Bee. ‘‘We are 
buying fish from U.S. boats. We are working 
with U.S. fishermen. We have a U.S. factory 
and we are the only U.S.-owned major 
brand.’’ 

Tuna purchases by the U.S. government 
represent a significant chunk of change. The 
USDA’s purchases of canned and pouched 
tuna have equaled around $20 million per 
year over the past decade. 

The provision under scrutiny could upend 
that market, critics argue. 

‘‘The parameters of the study are so nar-
row, we know what the outcome will be. It 
asks them [the USDA] to come up with mul-
tiple options to erode the Buy American 
standards,’’ Bonham said. 

Bumble Bee’s advocate contends that 
changing the standards would simply bring 
competition to American Samoa’s tuna in-
dustry. 

‘‘There is a lot of sympathy for American 
Samoa. I’m convinced, even with the change, 
the government will still buy tuna from 
American Samoa,’’ Pike said. ‘‘Tuna is high 
in protein. Tuna is low in fat. What is your 
objection to putting competition into the 
school lunch program so kids can eat more 
tuna fish?’’ 

American Samoa has consolidated lob-
bying forces to protect its golden industry. 
Last summer, StarKist, Tri Marine, the 
Chamber of Commerce of American Samoa 
and others formed the Stronger Economy for 
American Samoa Coalition. 

The group has worked to promote Amer-
ican Samoa, including highlighting a Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette op-ed by Pittsburgh 
Steeler Troy Polamalu that discussed the 
‘‘economic distress’’ in the territory. 

Mark McCullough, a coalition spokesman, 
said loosening the Buy American standards 
would hurt American Samoa. 

‘‘Congress needs to be partnering with the 
islands’ public and private industry leaders 
on a new economic development plan, not 
costing more Americans their jobs by weak-
ening what it means to buy America,’’ 
McCullough said. 

Del. Eni Faleomavaega (D), American Sa-
moa’s delegate on Capitol Hill, has sought to 
substitute the report language with his own 
measures that would target Bumble Bee and 
Chicken of the Sea. One proposal would have 
USDA study whether child labor was used to 
process tuna bought by the government. 

Faleomavaega’s aides have given a 
PowerPoint presentation, obtained by The 
Hill, that cites human rights reports that 
blast Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea for 
using Thai facilities, where workers alleg-
edly suffer terrible conditions while cleaning 
tuna. 

‘‘It is disgraceful to suggest that poor kids 
in Asia should be forced to provide tuna 
sandwiches for America’s school lunch pro-
gram. Bumble Beeware! It is time for Amer-
ica to know the truth about Bumble Bee and 
Chicken of the Sea,’’ Faleomavaega said in a 
statement to The Hill. 

In opposition to the language, 
Faleomavaega has sent letters to select 
members of the House and Senate Agri-
culture panels, Appropriations agriculture 
subcommittees and to Senate Majority Lead-
er Harry Reid (D–Nev.). The delegate has 
also asked for help from House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi (D–Calif.), according to 
his office. 

‘‘I suspect most consumers don’t want to 
buy child labor tuna. . . . Bumble Bee and 
Chicken of the Sea are kicking a hornet’s 
nest here,’’ Bonham said. 

StarKist’s critics said the company has 
used the Thai plants as well, but its sup-
porters say the company has made sure not 

to sell any foreign-processed tuna to the U.S. 
government. 

StarKist has had to contend with a Food 
and Drug Administration ‘‘warning letter’’ 
for poor workplace conditions in 2011. That 
halted its tuna sales to the USDA, but back-
ers of the company say the issue has since 
been resolved. 

Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea also 
have their supporters in Congress. Rep. 
Linda Sánchez (D–Calif.) introduced legisla-
tion last year that would loosen the Buy 
American standards for tuna. 

‘‘It simply provides more flexibility to the 
Department of Agriculture’s canned tuna 
purchasing program. The Tuna Competition 
Act is designed to bolster domestic indus-
try,’’ said Mattie Muñoz, a Sánchez spokes-
woman. 

Bumble Bee has a tuna canning plant in 
Santa Fe Springs, Calif.—based in Sanchez’s 
district—that employs more than 300 work-
ers. 

‘‘Congresswoman Sanchez is always happy 
to fight for job creators in the 38th District. 
However, it is important to note that this 
bill will help US tuna producers nationally,’’ 
Munoz said. 

[From The Hill, Jan. 14, 2014] 
BOYCOTT CANNED TUNA MADE BY CHILD LABOR 

(By Rep. Eni Faleomavaega (D–American 
Samoa)) 

As an Asia-Pacific American and former 
chairman and current ranking member of 
the House Foreign Affairs subcommittee on 
Asia and the Pacific, I hope that Congress 
and consumers will boycott efforts by Bum-
ble Bee and Chicken of the Sea to introduce 
canned tuna made by child labor into Amer-
ica’s school lunch program. 

Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea are dis-
qualified from providing canned tuna to the 
Department of Agriculture’s school lunch 
program because both companies clean their 
tuna in factories in Thailand, which use 
child, trafficked, and other forced and ex-
ploited labor. The Environmental Justice 
Foundation says ‘‘the processing industry in 
Thailand does not just have a problem with 
human rights abuses, but is built on it.’’ This 
brutal business practice is a gross violation 
of the Department of Agriculture’s Buy 
America program and is simply un-Amer-
ican. 

USDA provisions exist to ensure that fed-
eral dollars are spent on products that are 
available and produced 100 percent in the 
United States. Buy America provisions also 
exist to ensure the highest quality goods are 
being purchased by the U.S. government, and 
they are being manufactured in a manner 
consistent with American policies as related 
to child labor, working conditions and 
wages. 

StarKist, which operates in the U.S. Terri-
tory of American Samoa, complies with Buy 
America provisions. At StarKist Samoa, our 
workers fully manufacture canned tuna from 
the whole fish through to the final, labeled 
product. On occasion, if enough whole fish is 
not available, StarKist has in the past used 
frozen loins to supplement the whole fish. 
However, in compliance with USDA regula-
tions, StarKist uses segregated lines to make 
sure only whole fish processed 100 percent in 
the U.S. is used for the school lunch pro-
gram. 

Despite misinformation put forward by 
Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea, Amer-
ican Samoa’s workers are local citizens and 
legal residents from the neighboring country 
of Samoa. StarKist abides by U.S. labor and 
environmental laws, and pays workers in ac-
cordance with federal minimum wage stand-
ards as determined by the U.S. Congress, un-
like tuna factories in Thailand where Bum-
ble Bee and Chicken of the Sea clean their 
fish. 
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In response to proponents who say there is 

no competition in America’s school lunch 
program, Tri Marine is making a $50 million 
investment in American Samoa. Tri Marine 
intends to use the same business model as 
StarKist by cleaning the whole fish through 
to the final, labeled product. 

And as for those trying to take advantage 
of a temporary interruption of canned tuna 
to America’s school lunch program due to a 
warning letter StarKist received from the 
Food and Drug Administration in 2011 about 
deviations from the Hazard Analysis and 
Critical Control of Point and Low Acid Food 
requirements, the suspension has been lifted 
and had nothing to do with the debate at 
hand. 

Furthermore, Bumble Bee and Chicken of 
the Sea have come under fire from the FDA 
due to problems with seams on their can lids 
not meeting safety standards. In 2013, both 
Bumble Bee and Chicken of the Sea issued a 
nationwide recall of their canned tuna prod-
ucts because their faulty seals could make 
the tuna vulnerable to spoilage and contami-
nation, which could sicken consumers. Trag-
ically, in 2012, a tuna worker was cooked to 
death at Bumble Bee’s plant in California, 
and the company was fined and cited for 
egregious safety violations. 

Once you unveil the truth, it is crystal 
clear that proponents of changing the Buy 
America requirements for canned tuna in our 
school lunch program are the same pro-
ponents who believe poor children should 
sweep floors in exchange for their lunch. It is 
bad enough that child labor and human 
rights abuses exist. But it is disgraceful to 
suggest that poor kids in Asia or anywhere 
else should be forced to provide tuna sand-
wiches for America’s school lunch program. 

[From The Hill, Jan. 28, 2014] 
THE BUZZ ON BUMBLE BEE 

(By Del. Eni Faleomavaega (D–American 
Samoa)) 

Bumble Bee has been lobbying Capitol Hill 
since 2007 to introduce canned tuna made by 
child labor to America’s schoolchildren and 
troops under the guise of creating competi-
tion, reducing prices for government agen-
cies and increasing the presence of a healthy 
school lunch option for our children. Chicken 
of the Sea (COS) joined the effort in 2009. 
Both companies clean their tuna in low-wage 
countries like Thailand where human rights 
abuses, including the use of child labor, are 
rampant in the processing industry. 

Chicken of the Sea is owned by Thai 
Union, which is under investigation for em-
ploying 14- to 17-year-old migrants. Bumble 
Bee’s supplier in Thailand is Sea Value, and 
Unicord is part of the Sea Value group, 
which is also under heavy criticism for the 
same human rights and child labor viola-
tions. Bumble Bee owns a 10 percent share in 
Sea Value. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) knows about human trafficking in 
the canned tuna industry and said no to the 
guise. However, with the support of Rep. 
Jack Kingston (R-Ga.), Bumble Bee and COS 
succeeded in getting language inserted in the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2014, 
which now requires the USDA to submit a re-
port within 60 days regarding potential ways 
that would allow a revision of the Master So-
licitation for Commodity Procurements for 
the purchase of canned tuna. 

This is just a disingenuous way of request-
ing that the USDA weaken the USDA’s 100 
percent Buy America provisions and permit 
canned tuna made by child labor into Amer-
ica’s school lunch program. In response, I 
called for a boycott on Jan. 14. And on Jan. 
15, Rep. Kingston, who is my friend, clarified 
his intent regarding Buy America provisions. 

As reported by The Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution, Kingston stated, ‘‘I think the con-
cern is, what can you do to not necessarily 
go into the Buy American provision, but are 
there alternatives?’’ 

On Jan. 16, Chris Lischewski—CEO of Bum-
ble Bee—perhaps troubled that he may be 
losing Kingston’s support, buzzed all about 
how Bumble Bee uses companies in Thailand 
to clean some of its tuna (The Hill’s Con-
gress blog: ‘‘Sorry, Charlie, but that’s a fishy 
story’’) and how he ‘‘knows’’ those compa-
nies don’t violate child labor standards be-
cause they sign a statement saying they 
don’t. Every schoolchild in America knows 
you can’t rely on an offender to tell the 
truth about whether or not they have of-
fended. 

According to the Environmental Justice 
Foundation, Thailand’s processing workforce 
is ‘‘90 percent migrant and a large proportion 
is unregistered and trafficked.’’ As acknowl-
edged by Thailand, its government cannot 
account for the well-being of its migrant 
workers. 

The U.S. Department of Labor reported in 
2012 that ‘‘the Government [of Thailand] 
lacks current nationwide data on child labor 
. . . and children continue to be engaged in 
the worst forms of child labor, including in 
hazardous activities in . . . seafood proc-
essing.’’ 

And so, while Chicken of the Sea and Bum-
ble Bee opt to continue the un-American 
practice of having their canned tuna made 
by child labor in Thailand. StarKist chooses 
to clean its tuna in American Samoa. And 
yes, unlike Lischewski, every schoolchild in 
America also knows that American Samoa is 
part of the United States. 

Canned tuna supplied by StarKist for 
America’s school lunch program is 100 per-
cent made in the USA. On the rare occasion 
that StarKist uses frozen loins, it maintains 
a separate, segregated line in accordance 
with USDA guidelines to assure no frozen 
loins or foreign-cleaned fish is used in Amer-
ica’s school lunch program. 

StarKist, a U.S. corporation and a sub-
sidiary of the Dongwon Group of South 
Korea, abides by all U.S. labor and environ-
mental laws. 

As for monopolies, according to a Govern-
ment Accountability Office report, since 
2006, companies like Bumble Bee that use 
child labor to make their canned tuna oper-
ate at a $7.5 million per year advantage and 
climb over companies like StarKist that 
make their canned tuna in the USA. 

Regarding safety standards, in 2013, both 
Chicken of the Sea and Bumble Bee issued a 
nationwide recall of their canned tuna prod-
ucts because their faulty seals could make 
the tuna vulnerable to spoilage and contami-
nation, which could sicken consumers. Trag-
ically, in 2012, a tuna worker was cooked to 
death at Bumble Bee’s plant in California, 
and the company was fined and cited for 
egregious safety violations. 

And so, while Bumble Bee’s slogan may be 
Eat, Live and BeeWell, I believe consumers 
should consider a new label for a company so 
intent on selling tuna made by child labor to 
America’s school children and troops: Bum-
ble Bee Ware. 

[For Immediate Release, Mar. 16, 2014] 
BUMBLE BEEWARE, WHY AMERICA’S SCHOOL 

KIDS SHOULD JUST SAY NO TO TUNA SAND-
WICHES MADE BY CHILD LABOR 
The WSJ opines about how fish is brain 

food and ought to be served up in school 
cafeterias. I would agree except for the whale 
of a tale the WSJ has penned up about Bum-
ble Bee and Chicken of the Sea. 

The WSJ reports that the FDA found 
StarKist’s American Samoa processing oper-

ation wasn’t up to health standards, and 
that’s why we have no tuna in school cafe-
terias. Only last year, Chicken of the Sea 
and Bumble Bee issued a nationwide recall of 
their canned tuna due to spoilage and con-
tamination. In 2012, an employee was cooked 
to death at Bumble Bee’s plant in California. 

Bumble Bee has little regard for its work-
ers much less kids here or abroad, and nei-
ther does Chicken of the Sea. Both compa-
nies use child labor in Thailand to clean 
their tuna. Asian kids and other exploited 
workers are paid approximately $0.75 cents 
an hour to manually cut off the head, fins, 
and tail, and scrape off the skin. After the 
hard work is done, Bumble Bee and Chicken 
of the Sea ship the clean tuna back to the 
U.S. where about 200 workers in California 
and 200 in Georgia are paid to $12 to $18 an 
hour to put it in a can. 

By hook or crook both companies then 
claim they’re American as apple pie and 
ought to be able to provide canned tuna for 
the USDA’s 100% Buy America school lunch 
program. Thankfully, reputable human 
rights organizations, including FinnWatch, 
and renowned human rights activists like 
Andy Hall, who is known to Nobel Peace 
Prize winner and Congressional Gold Medal 
recipient Aung San Suu Kyi, have docu-
mented the fraud. 

Chicken of the Sea is owned by Thai 
Union, the world’s largest tuna exporter. 
Bumble Bee is supplied by and has interest 
in the Sea-Value owned Unicord factory in 
Thailand. FinnWatch found that both fac-
tories in Thailand employed 14- to 17-year 
old migrants. More than half of those inter-
viewed reported workplace abuses including 
physical and verbal harassment, dangerous 
working conditions, high employment reg-
istration fees, and confiscation of passports. 

When your work papers and passports are 
confiscated, you become a slave to your em-
ployer. This is why the U.S. State Depart-
ment’s 2013 Trafficking in Persons (TIP) re-
port underscores that ‘‘the risk of labor traf-
ficking among Burmese migrant workers in 
the seafood industry in [Thailand]’’ is high; 
‘‘57 percent of those surveyed experienced 
conditions of forced labor.’’ 

The AFL-CIO has filed a petition with the 
U.S. Trade Representative asking that the 
trade preferences for Thailand be suspended 
or terminated because the government in 
that country has failed to take meaningful 
steps to address worker and human rights 
abuses in a number of sectors, including sea-
food processing, or fish cleaning. Wal-Mart 
should also call for a boycott and take 
canned tuna made by Bumble Bee and Chick-
en of the Sea off their shelves. 

Most of all, the USDA shouldn’t feed 
canned tuna made by child labor to Amer-
ica’s school kids. Neither should Congress. It 
would be un-American to do so. 

StarKist, a subsidiary of a Korean com-
pany, is headquartered in Pennsylvania, USA 
and cleans its tuna in the U.S. Territory of 
American Samoa where our sons and daugh-
ters have served in record numbers in every 
U.S. military engagement from World War II 
to present. Our enlistment rates per capita 
are one of the highest in any State or Terri-
tory. 

Yes, StarKist employs our cousins from 
the neighboring island of Samoa, but we 
don’t employ children, and we don’t pay 
workers $0.75 cents and less per hour. Our 
employees are legal residents, paid in ac-
cordance with federal minimum wage laws 
and our canneries abide by all U.S. laws and 
regulations. That’s why canned tuna made in 
American Samoa qualifies for the USDA’s 
100% Buy America school lunch program. 

Once upon a time, Chicken of the Sea and 
Bumble Bee also qualified. For more than 50 
years, Chicken of the Sea operated in Amer-
ican Samoa and Bumble Bee in Puerto Rico. 
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In 2009, Chicken of the Sea closed its oper-
ations, outsourced more than 2,000 jobs to its 
parent company in Thailand, and set up a 
skeletal crew in Georgia USA. In 2012, Bum-
ble Bee left Puerto Rico, also outsourced 
American jobs to Thailand, and now keeps a 
small crew in California. By choice, neither 
company qualifies anymore to sell canned 
tuna to America’s school kids because by 
choice their tuna is no longer 100% Made in 
the USA. 

And that’s why Chicken of the Sea and 
Bumble Bee are having a tuna meltdown. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on 
Monday, December 1, I missed a series of 
Roll Call votes. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘YEA’’ on #532 and #533. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF EL CATAÑO 
‘‘LA CASITA’’ COMMUNITY GARDEN 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize El Cataño, affectionately known as 
‘‘La Casita’’ Community Garden, which cele-
bration took place on Saturday, June 7th in 
celebration of the 2014 National Puerto Rican 
Day Parade. In 1994, Jose and his sister Es-
ther Reyes decided to look for an empty lot to 
start a community garden. The garden would 
be named after the Town of Cataño, which is 
located across from the bay of San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. The lot was a rat infested dump-
ing ground for garbage, needles and crack 
vials, before Jose and Esther took on the chal-
lenge and collected over 200 signatures 
throughout the immediate neighborhood to ac-
quire the lot in support of a community gar-
den. Support grew from community organiza-
tions and businesses, which enabled Jose and 
Esther to acquire the lot and to clean it. In 
1995, La Casita de Cataño Community Gar-
den was born. 

Traditionally, there is a Puerto Rican Day 
Festival held each Saturday before the pa-
rade—New York City’s third largest—along 
Third Avenue in East Harlem, with community 
members transforming the El Cataño Commu-
nity Garden into a celebration of Puerto Rican 
food and music. The presiding Mayor of 
Cataño often joins local residents in the festivi-
ties at the garden, where a past mayoral 
plaque commends the successful work of its 
founder Jose Reyes—who established the 
garden 20 years ago—in organizing tour-
naments between the El Cataño Community 
Garden’s own baseball team and teams in 
Puerto Rico. 

La Casita stood up to the Giuliani’s Adminis-
tration efforts to close the garden in favor of 
market rate and commercial development. In 
2008, under the leadership of the late City 
Councilman Philip Reed, El Cataño Commu-
nity Garden was saved. Councilman Reed en-
listed the New York Restoration Project 

(NYRP) to restore this 2,500-square-foot site 
in partnership with Denali Construction. Re-en-
visioned by acclaimed landscape designer Bil-
lie Cohen, the space—Cohen’s tenth garden 
design for NYRP—features an intricate pattern 
of bluestone tiles in front and pavers arranged 
in concentric circles in the back of the garden. 
Additional highlights include planting beds for 
perennials such as roses and rhododendron. 
El Catailo’s new design is well-suited to the 
garden’s primary use as a community gath-
ering space and frequent site of birthday par-
ties, christenings and baby showers, as well 
as children’s activities and educational work-
shops. In addition, local senior citizens use the 
garden to play cards and dominoes and, each 
year, NYRP partners with garden members to 
host a family-friendly domino tournament. This 
garden is situated in an area starved for open 
green space within blocks of 10 schools and 
in close proximity to five New York City Hous-
ing Authority properties. The densely popu-
lated neighborhood’s residents are primarily of 
Hispanic, Latino and African-American de-
scent. 

The Board of Directors of the El Cataño 
Community Garden remain in constant contact 
with their counterparts in their hometown of 
Cataño, Puerto Rico. Every June and through 
the assistance of Carmen ‘‘Puruca’’ Ruiz they 
are honored to receive the Honorable José A. 
Rosario Meléndez, Mayor of Cataño during 
their annual National Puerto Rican Day week-
end of activities at La Casita Community Gar-
den. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me and the New York 
Congressional Delegation in paying tribute to 
Jose and Esther Reyes as they continue to 
maintain and keep the culture of Puerto Rico 
alive at ‘‘La Casita de Cataño’’. 

f 

HISTORICAL RECORD OF NA-
TIONAL EMERGENCY GRANT 
FUNDING IN AMERICAN SAMOA 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-
mation about National Emergency Grant fund-
ing in American Samoa. 

[Press Release, Oct. 20, 2009] 
FALEOMAVAEGA THANKS U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 

LABOR FOR RELEASING OVER $24 MILLION TO 
ASSIST CLEAN-UP AND RECOVERY EFFORTS 
IN AMERICAN SAMOA 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that the U.S. Department of Labor has 
released over $24 million in National Emer-
gency Grant Funds to assist clean-up and re-
covery efforts in American Samoa. 

‘‘I want to personally thank my good 
friend and former colleague, U.S. Secretary 
of Labor Hilda Solis, for releasing more than 
$24 million in National Emergency Grant 
funds to help American Samoa rebuild,’’ 
Faleomavaega said. ‘‘The people of American 
Samoa are deeply appreciative of the support 
we are receiving from the federal govern-
ment in the aftermath of the earthquake and 
tsunami that struck our islands on Sep-
tember 29, and I thank the Obama Adminis-
tration, the U.S. Congress, FEMA, Secretary 
Solis, and all others for standing with us as 
we begin the long and difficult process of re-
building our homes and lives.’’ 

‘‘I also want to thank Senator Inouye and 
Senator Akaka for their unwavering support. 
Earlier today, we released a joint statement 
applauding Secretary Solis’ decision to re-
lease more than $24 million in aid and, dur-
ing these trying times, I want to thank both 
Senators for their heartfelt words and condo-
lences.’’ 

‘‘With the outpouring of prayers being of-
fered in our behalf, I have every confidence 
that American Samoa will rebuild but we 
will never be the same without the ones we 
have lost. This is why I continue to convey 
my condolences to the families and friends 
who have lost loved ones, and pledge to do 
all I can as we work to recover.’’ 

The full text of the U.S. Department of La-
bor’s notification, which was sent to 
Faleomavaega, Senator Inouye, Senator 
Akaka, and to members of the Congressional 
Asian Pacific American Caucus (CAPAC), of 
which Faleomavaega serves as Vice-Chair, is 
included below: 

NOTIFICATION 
DEAR FALEOMAVAEGA/ INOUYE/ AKAKA 

STAFF AND CAPAC, Attached is a release an-
nouncing a $24,857,608 National Emergency 
Grant award from the U.S. Department of 
Labor to assist clean-up and recovery efforts 
in the wake of a tsunami that struck Amer-
ican Samoa on Sept. 29. 

This grant is for clean-up and recovery 
from a natural disaster. National Emergency 
Grants are part of the secretary of labor’s 
discretionary fund and are awarded based on 
a state’s ability to meet specific guidelines. 

[Press Release, Oct. 20, 2009] 
$25 MILLION GRANT FOR AMERICAN SAMOA 

CLEAN-UP AND RECOVERY 
U.S. Senators Daniel K. Akaka and Daniel 

K. Inouye (D–Hawaii) and Delegate Eni 
Faleomavaega (D–American Samoa) today 
applauded a $24,857,608 federal grant to assist 
cleanup and recovery efforts in American 
Samoa following last month’s destructive 
tsunami. The U.S. Department of Labor 
awarded the funds to American Samoa’s De-
partment of Human Resources to create 
more temporary jobs to assist in recovery ef-
forts. 

‘‘I attended a memorial service in Wash-
ington this past weekend and was reminded 
of the tremendous toll this tsunami took: 
Entire villages destroyed, children and 
grandparents lost, livelihoods ruined,’’ Sen-
ator Akaka said. ‘‘This grant will help Amer-
ican Samoa create temporary on-island jobs 
so residents can begin rebuilding their homes 
and infrastructure, surveying environmental 
damage, and repairing damaged industries.’’ 

‘‘Our thoughts and prayers continue to be 
with those affected by the earthquakes and 
tsunami in American Samoa. The trauma 
suffered by the people dealing with the dev-
astation and tragic loss of life is difficult to 
comprehend. These funds will help rebuild 
and restore the property that was destroyed 
and damaged and hopefully restore some 
semblance of the lifestyle that was lost,’’ 
said Senator Inouye. 

Delegate Faleomavaega said: ‘‘I want to 
personally thank my good friend and former 
colleague, U.S. Secretary of Labor Hilda 
Solis, for releasing more than $24 million in 
National Emergency Grant funds to assist 
clean-up and recovery efforts in American 
Samoa. The people of American Samoa are 
deeply appreciative of the support we are re-
ceiving from the federal government since 
the earthquake and tsunami struck our is-
lands on September 29 and, once more, I 
thank the Obama Administration, the U.S. 
Congress, FEMA, Secretary Solis and all 
others for standing with American Samoa as 
we begin the long and difficult process of re-
building.’’ 
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